11 Rebekah

We read from the Bible (ERV): Genesis 24: 1-33, 50-53 en 61-67 

GENESIS 24
A Wife for Isaac
1. Abraham lived to be a very old man. The Lord blessed him and everything he did. 
2. Abraham’s oldest servant was in charge of everything he owned. Abraham called that servant to him and said, “Put your hand under my leg. 
3. Now I want you to make a promise to me. Promise to me before the Lord, the God of heaven and earth, that you will not allow my son to marry a girl from Canaan. We live among these people, but don’t let him marry a Canaanite girl. 
4. Go back to my country, to my own people, to find a wife for my son Isaac. Bring her here to him.”
5. The servant said to him, “Maybe this woman will not want to come back with me to this land. If that happens, should I take your son with me to your homeland?”
6. Abraham said to him, “No, don’t take my son to that place. 
7. The Lord, the God of heaven, brought me from my homeland to this place. That place was the home of my father and the home of my family, but he promised that this new land would belong to my family. May he send his angel before you so that you can choose a wife for my son. 
8. If the girl refuses to come with you, you will be free from this promise. But you must not take my son back to that place.”
9. So the servant put his hand under his master’s leg and made the promise.
The Search Begins
10. The servant took ten of Abraham’s camels and left that place. The servant carried with him many different kinds of beautiful gifts. He went to Mesopotamia, to Nahor’s city. 
11. In the evening, when the women come out to get water, he went to the water well outside the city. He made the camels kneel down at the well.
12. The servant said, “Lord, you are the God of my master Abraham. Please show your kindness to my master by helping me find a wife for his son Isaac. 
13. Here I am, standing by this well of water, and the young women from the city are coming out to get water. 
14. I will say to one of them, ‘Please put your jar down so that I can drink.’ Let her answer show whether she is the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. If she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give water to your camels,’ I will know that she is the right one. It will be proof that you have shown kindness to my master.”
A Wife Is Found
15. Before the servant finished praying, a young woman named Rebekah came to the well. She was the daughter of Bethuel. (Bethuel was the son of Milcah and Nahor, Abraham’s brother.) Rebekah came to the well with her water jar on her shoulder. 
16. She was very pretty. She was a virgin; no man had ever had sexual relations with her. She went down to the well and filled her jar. 
17. Then the servant ran to her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your jar.”
18. Rebekah quickly lowered the jar from her shoulder and gave him a drink. She said, “Drink this, sir.” 
19. As soon as she finished giving him something to drink, Rebekah said, “I will also pour some water for your camels.” 
20. So Rebekah quickly poured all the water from her jar into the drinking trough for the camels. Then she ran to the well to get more water, and she gave water to all the camels.
21. The servant quietly watched her. He wanted to be sure that the Lord had given him an answer and had made his trip successful. 
22. After the camels finished drinking, he gave Rebekah a gold ring that weighed 1/4 ounce. He also gave her two gold arm bracelets that weighed 2 ounces each. 
23. The servant asked, “Who is your father? And is there a place in your father’s house for me and my men to sleep?”
24. Rebekah answered, “My father is Bethuel, the son of Milcah and Nahor.” 
25. Then she said, “Yes, we have straw and other food for your camels and a place for you to sleep.”
26. The servant bowed and worshiped the Lord. 
27. He said, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham. The Lord has been kind and loyal to him by leading me to his own people.”
28. Then Rebekah ran and told her family about all these things. 
29-30. She had a brother named Laban. She told him what the man had said to her. Laban was listening to her. And when he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, he ran out to the well. There the man was, standing by the camels at the well. 
31. Laban said, “Sir, you are welcome to come in! You don’t have to stand outside here. I have prepared a room for you to sleep in and a place for your camels.”
32. So Abraham’s servant went into the house. Laban unloaded his camels and gave them straw and feed. Then he gave Abraham’s servant water so that he and the men with him could wash their feet. 
33. Laban then gave him food to eat, but the servant refused to eat. He said, “I will not eat until I have told you why I came.”
So Laban said, “Then tell us.”

50. Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “We see that this is from the Lord, so there is nothing we can say to change it. 
51. Here is Rebekah. Take her and go. Let her marry your master’s son. This is what the Lord wants.”
52. When Abraham’s servant heard this, he bowed to the ground before the Lord. 
53. Then he gave Rebekah the gifts he brought. He gave her beautiful clothes and gold and silver jewelry. He also gave expensive gifts to her mother and brother. 

61. Then Rebekah and her nurse got on the camels and followed the servant and his men. So the servant took Rebekah and left.
62. Isaac had left Beer Lahai Roi and was now living in the Negev. 
63. One evening he went out to the field to think. He looked up and saw the camels coming from far away.
64. Rebekah also looked and saw Isaac. Then she jumped down from the camel. 
65. She said to the servant, “Who is that young man walking in the field to meet us?”
The servant said, “That is my master’s son.” So Rebekah covered her face with her veil.
66. The servant told Isaac everything that had happened. 
67. Then Isaac brought the girl into his mother’s tent. Rebekah became his wife that day. Isaac loved her very much. So he was comforted after his mother’s death.



Sara died. Abraham misses his wife. Isaac misses his mother.
But a day comes when Abraham thinks: we must move on again. It is good if a woman lives among us again. I am already old and Isaac has come to an age where he can marry. But I don't want him to marry a girl from Canaan. In this land they serve strange gods; a girl from this land might take Isaac away from the Lord's service.
Abraham calls his oldest servant, who manages everything, to him. He has to go back to Haran, where Abraham comes from. There lives Nahor, Abraham's brother with his family. There the servant must pick a wife for Isaac.
In our time, we would say, "Let Isaac go by himself and see whom he wants to marry. Which girl is he attracted to and do they click together?'
But Abraham does not want Isaac to go to Mesopotamia: God himself has taken Abraham out of that land and brought him into Canaan with the promise that this is the land that will be for him and his descendants.
Abraham says, "The Lord will send His angel with you and make sure you end up with the right girl. But if she does not want to go with you, you are free from your oath and may return to this land.'
The servant travels about 800 kilometers with 10 camels and a few men. Calculated, that's about 21 days. When he gets to the home of Abraham's family, he stops outside the town at a well.
How will he accomplish this task? In what way will he go about it? Will he seek advice from the city government? Or is he going to visit relatives and see if there is a daughter they think is suitable to go with him?
No, the servant goes into prayer and asks for God's guidance. What girl does He have in mind for Isaac? Which woman may join the covenant?
He prays, "Lord, God of my master. Be good to Abraham and let my mission succeed. Will You see to it that I meet the right girl? Soon the girls of the town will come to draw water. I will say to 1 of the girls: will you let me drink some water from your pitcher? And then if she says: drink and I will also give your camels to drink; let that be the woman for Isaac.'
He has not yet spoken or Rebekah, Nahor's granddaughter, comes to draw water.
The servant walks up to her and asks, "may I drink a little water from your pitcher?
Rebekah says, "drink lord. She gives him a drink. When he has drunk enough she says, 'I will also draw water for your camels.'
Amazed, the servant looks on. It goes exactly as he prayed. 
How much we can learn from this servant. We too can go into prayer at crossroads in our lives (for example, when we have an important choice to make) and ask God for His guidance. Instead of seeking advice from people around us, we can seek advice from God. How does He think about it and what is right for us? Does God want to give options? 

When Rebekah finishes drawing water (for 10 camels that have made a long journey), the servant gives her a gold earring and two gold bracelets. He asks about her family and she tells him her father's name is Betuël, he is a son of Milka and Nahor. 'You may spend the night with us,' she says.
The servant kneels, thanks and praises the Lord.
He goes with him to the house where Laban, Rebekah's brother, welcomes him and invites him to the table.
Before they eat, the servant says, "I want to tell you first what I have come for. He tells about Abraham, Sarah and Isaac and how God blessed them. Then he tells about the commission he received from Abraham and that the Lord answered his prayer at the well. 'God has brought me to the granddaughter of my lord's brother. Her I would like to take as a bride for Isaac.'
Betuël and Laban see God's hand in this and consent. 
The servant gives more jewelry, garments and gifts.
Rebekah's family would like her to stay with them for another 10 days or so before they say goodbye, but the servant is eager to leave the very next day. They ask Rebekah what she wants. She also wants to leave the next day. What a different life she suddenly has ahead of her: she is going to get married, move to another country, and she gets to belong to a family that serves God. All the idols she may leave behind in Mesopotamia.
She does not look forward to it, no this new life may begin right away!

The next morning her family blesses Rebekah and they let her go.
After a long journey, they arrive in Canaan. Rebekah and the servant see someone in the field. It is Isaac. He sees the procession of camels and a girl covering herself with a veil.
The servant tells everything that happened.
Isaac brings her into his mother's tent. He marries Rebekah and loves her dearly. This is how he finds comfort after his mother's death.
God has brought joy into his life again.

Prayer:
God, You knew which girl could become the wife of Isaac, You brought all the circumstances together. Would You also provide guidance in our lives? And would You help us with our role in this; that we do our part, make the right choices and ask Your help in prayer?


Questions:
- Abraham thinks the place where he and Isaac live is very important, why?
What place do you live in? Why? Is this a place where the Lord also lives? (Do you think it is important?)

- The servant has a difficult task. He asks God for help. Do you do this when you face a choice/challenge/difficult assignment?

- The servant is looking for a generous, caring and giving girl for Isaac. What qualities do you find important in a mate? (And if applicable: in a mate for your child?)

- Abraham tells his servant, "The Lord will send His angel with you.
We do not see an angel in this history. In what way did this happen?























This Bible study was written by Carla Heuvelman and can be found at www.febebijbelstudies.nl
