13. Isaac blesses Jacob instead of Esau


We read from the Bible (ERV):
Genesis 26:34-35, Genesis 27 en Genesis 28:1-5

Genesis 26:34-35
34. When Esau was 40 years old, he married two Hittite women. One was Judith the daughter of Beeri. The other was Basemath the daughter of Elon. 35. These marriages made Isaac and Rebekah very unhappy
​
Genesis 27
Jacob Tricks Isaac
1. Isaac grew old, and his eyes became so weak that he could not see clearly. One day he called his older son Esau to him and said, “Son!”
Esau answered, “Here I am.”
2. Isaac said, “I am old. Maybe I will die soon. 
3. So take your bow and arrows and go hunting. Kill an animal for me to eat. 
4. Prepare the food that I love. Bring it to me, and I will eat it. Then I will bless you before I die.” 
5. So Esau went hunting. Rebekah was listening when Isaac told this to his son Esau. 
6. Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Listen, I heard your father talking to your brother Esau. 
7. Your father said, ‘Kill an animal for me to eat. Prepare the food for me, and I will eat it. Then, with the Lord as witness, I will bless you before I die.’ 
8. So listen, son, and do what I tell you. 
9. Go out to our goats and bring me two young ones. I will prepare them the way your father loves them. 
10. Then you will carry the food to your father, and he will bless you before he dies.”
11. But Jacob told his mother Rebekah, “My brother Esau is a hairy man. I am not hairy like him. 
12. If my father touches me, he will know that I am not Esau. Then he will not bless me—he will curse me because I tried to trick him.”
13. So Rebekah said to him, “I will accept the blame if there is trouble. Do what I said. Go get the goats for me.”
14. So Jacob went out and got two goats and brought them to his mother. His mother cooked the goats in the special way that Isaac loved. 
15. Then Rebekah took the clothes that her older son Esau loved to wear. She put these clothes on the younger son Jacob. 
16. She took the skins of the goats and put them on Jacob’s hands and on his neck. 
17. Then she got the food she had cooked and gave it to Jacob.
18. Jacob went to his father and said, “Father.” His father answered, “Yes, son. Who are you?”
19. Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau, your first son. I have done what you told me. Now sit up and eat the meat from the animals that I hunted for you. Then you can bless me.”
20. But Isaac said to his son, “How have you hunted and killed the animals so quickly?” Jacob answered, “Because the Lord your God allowed me to find the animals quickly.”
21. Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near to me so that I can feel you, my son. If I can feel you, I will know if you are really my son Esau.”
22. So Jacob went to Isaac his father. Isaac felt him and said, “Your voice sounds like Jacob’s voice, but your arms are hairy like the arms of Esau.” 
23. Isaac did not know it was Jacob, because his arms were hairy like Esau’s. So Isaac blessed Jacob.
24. Isaac said, “Are you really my son Esau?” Jacob answered, “Yes, I am.”
The Blessing for Jacob
25. Then Isaac said, “Bring me the food. I will eat it and bless you.” So Jacob gave him the food, and he ate it. Then Jacob gave him some wine, and he drank it.
26. Then Isaac said to him. “Son, come near and kiss me.” 
27. So Jacob went to his father and kissed him. When Isaac smelled Esau’s clothes, he blessed him and said,
“My son smells like the fields
the Lord has blessed.
28. May God give you plenty of rain,
good crops, and wine.
29. May the nations serve you
and many people bow down to you.
You will rule over your brothers.
Your mother’s sons will bow down to you and obey you.
Whoever curses you will be cursed.
Whoever blesses you will be blessed.”
Esau’s “Blessing”
30. Isaac finished blessing Jacob. Then, just as Jacob left his father Isaac, Esau came in from hunting. 
31. Esau prepared the food in the special way his father loved. He brought it to his father and said, “Father, I am your son. Get up and eat the meat from the animals that I killed for you. Then you can bless me.”
32. But Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am your son—your first son—Esau.”
33. Then Isaac became so upset that he began to shake. He said, “Then who was it that cooked and brought me food before you came? I ate it all, and I blessed him. Now it is too late to take back my blessing.”
34. When Esau heard his father’s words, he became very angry and bitter. He cried out and said to his father, “Then bless me also, father!”
35. Isaac said, “Your brother tricked me! He came and took your blessing!”
36. Esau said, “His name is Jacob. That is the right name for him. He has tricked me twice. He took away my rights as the firstborn son. And now he has taken away my blessing.” Then Esau said, “Have you saved any blessing for me?”
37. Isaac answered, “I have already given Jacob the power to rule over you. And I said all his brothers would be his servants. I have given him the blessing for much grain and wine. There is nothing left to give you, my son.”
38. But Esau continued to beg his father. “Do you have only one blessing, father? Bless me also, father!” Esau began to cry.
39. Then Isaac said to him,
“You will not live on good land.
You will not have much rain.
40. You will have to fight to live,
and you will be a slave to your brother.
But when you fight to be free,
you will break away from his control.”
Jacob Leaves the Country
41. After that Esau hated Jacob because of this blessing. Esau said to himself, “My father will soon die, and after we are finished with that, I will kill Jacob.”
42. Rebekah heard about Esau’s plan to kill Jacob. She sent for Jacob and said to him, “Listen, your brother Esau is planning to kill you. 
43. So, son, do what I say. My brother Laban is living in Haran. Go to him and hide. 
44. Stay with him for a short time until your brother stops being angry. 
45. When your brother forgets what you did to him, I will send a servant to bring you back. I don’t want to lose both of my sons the same day.”
46. Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “Your son Esau married Hittite women. I am very upset about this, because they are not our people. I’ll have nothing to live for if Jacob marries one of these women!” 
​
Genesis 28:1-5
1. Isaac called Jacob and blessed him. Then Isaac gave him a command and said, “You must not marry a Canaanite woman. 
2. So leave this place and go to Paddan Aram. Go to the house of Bethuel, your mother’s father. Laban, your mother’s brother, lives there. Marry one of his daughters. 
3. I pray that God All-Powerful will bless you and give you many children. I pray that you will become the father of a great nation 
4. and that God will bless you and your children the same way he blessed Abraham. And I pray that you will own the land where you live. This is the land God gave to Abraham.”
5. So Isaac sent Jacob to Rebekah’s brother in Paddan Aram. Jacob went to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramean. Laban was the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau. 






Rebekah is startled: she has just heard that Izaak, her husband, wants to bless their oldest son. Izaak is old and blind and he does not expect to live long.
When Rebekah was expecting the boys, the Lord had said to her, "the people of the youngest will be the strongest and rule over the people of the oldest.
And will her oldest son now receive the great blessing? While he is not at all interested in living a life with God, the God of his father Isaac and his grandfather Abraham. The God who called Abraham from Haran to go to Canaan, the land He promised to him and his descendants. Will Isaac now pass that promise on to Esau, who has since married two wives from another people?
That's not possible, she thinks. She makes a plan and calls her beloved son Jacob to her.
'Your father has sent Esau out hunting. When he returns and has prepared a meal for him, he will bless Esau. But you must get that blessing Jacob!
Quickly get two goats, and I will prepare them. If you bring that meal to your father and pretend to be Esau, he will bless you.
Jacob has his reservations. No not because he does not want to deceive his old and now blind father, but because he is afraid that Isaac will notice and curse him instead of bless him.
Rebekah says, "Then that curse is on me, now do as I told you!
Rebekah is busy: she prepares a delicious meal Esau-style and makes covers for Jacob's neck and hands from the skin of the goats. Then she takes clothes from Esau that Jacob puts on.
Jacob goes to his father with the meal. He also feels that he is the one who should receive father's blessing.
"Bye father," he says.
Isaac can no longer see, but he can still hear well: 'Who are you my son?" he says.
'I am Esau, your eldest son,' says Jacob.
In another translation we read, 'I am Esau, your firstborn'. By this does Jacob mean: I have the firstborn right? (That firstborn right which he got by bartering for a bowl of red soup, when Esau was hungry.) Therefore, I now have the right to the blessing for the oldest?
Izaak doesn't quite trust it. "How quickly you are back!" he says.
'The Lord helped me shoot an animal quickly,' says Jacob.
'Come closer, let me feel if you are really Esau'.
Esau is hairy all over his body and Jacob is not. Isaac's hands go to Jacob's hands and neck and feel the buck's fur.
'Your voice looks like Jacob's, but your hands look like Esau's hands,' Izaak says.
He asks again, 'Are you really my son Esau?'
'Yes,' says Jacob.
'Come and kiss me,' says Isaac. Jacob comes closer and kisses him. Izaak smells Esau's scent on the clothes Jacob is wearing.
Then Izaak goes to eat and drink. When he is finished he blesses him.
Jacob hears the blessing his father wanted to give to his brother:
'God will provide rain on your land and good harvests. Nations will serve you and bow before you. You will rule over your brothers. God will be good to people who are good to you. But He will punish people who are bad to you.
After the blessing, Jacob leaves right away. Just in time, because Esau returns from hunting. He makes a delicious meal and goes to his father with it.
'Sit down father and eat, then you can bless me,' he says.
Izaak says confused, "Who are you?
'I am Esau, your eldest son!'
Izaak is greatly startled: 'then who has just brought me food? The one I blessed!'
Esau cries out: 'oh no! Bless me too father!'
Izaak says: 'your brother has deceived you, he has stolen your blessing.'
'First he steals my firstborn right and now my blessing! Don't you have any blessing left then, father? Bless me too!
Izaak says, 'where you are going to live no rain is going to fall, nothing will grow well. You will fight and rob to stay alive. You will serve your brother, but you will resist and then you will be free.'
Now what a blessing that is. Esau is furious with Jacob. He thinks: when father has died I will kill Jacob.
Rebekah hears this and thinks: it will be better for Jacob not to be here for a while, because he is not safe here. And she comes up with another plan. She says to Isaac, "I think it is terrible if Jacob, like his brother, marries a girl from Canaan!
Izaak thinks so, too. He calls Jacob and says: go to Paddan-Aram, where your mother's family lives, and marry a daughter of your uncle Laban.
Then Isaac blesses Jacob again. He says, "The mighty God will make you rich and happy. He will give you many children so that from you a great nation will arise. He will make you and your descendants as rich and happy as Abraham. You still live as a stranger in this land now, but God gave this land to Abraham, and later it will be yours.
Then Isaac sends Jacob away. Jacob is then 40 years old. He sets out for Paddan-Aram, a journey of some 800 kilometers.


Prayer: Lord, so much rivalry between brothers... They both want so much to be blessed by their father. But meanwhile, they cheat each other and hurt each other.
Lord, even in our families there can be rivalry, unfairness and brokenness. Help us Lord to seek the very good for those around us. Even when they make choices that we think are not good. Even when we think we ourselves are most entitled to something.
Lord, surely You most want us to live in peace with each other... It is precisely there that You want to dwell, where it is good, where love can flourish and where You can best bless us.


Questions:
- Rebekah and Jacob know about the promise and decide to give the Lord a hand. Why is it still so difficult, but also so important, to be patient and wait for God Himself to intervene?
What would happen if we didn't keep getting in God's way?

- Isaac says to Esau: your brother has deceived you. Yet we do not read that he is angry with Jacob. He even blesses him again before Jacob goes on his journey. Now with the blessing God gave to Abraham. What do you think of this?

- Esau is deceived by his brother. We should not be too quick to get over this by saying, Jacob was supposed to get this blessing. It's nasty when people wrong you. What can you do for people who are mistreated?

- Would you like to be blessed by God? (How) do you try to make that happen?
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