12. Jacob and Esau


Isaac’s Family
19This is the story of Isaac. Abraham had a son named Isaac. 20When Isaac was 40 years old, he married Rebekah. Rebekah was from Paddan Aram. She was Bethuel’s daughter and the sister of Laban the Aramean. 21Isaac’s wife could not have children. So Isaac prayed to the Lord for her. The Lord heard Isaac’s prayer, and he allowed Rebekah to become pregnant.
22While Rebekah was pregnant, the babies inside her struggled with one another. She prayed to the Lord and said, “What is happening to me?” 23The Lord said to her,
“The leaders of two nations are in your body.
Two nations will come from you,
and they will be divided.
One of them will be stronger,
and the older will serve the younger.”
24When the right time came, Rebekah gave birth to twins. 25The first baby was red. His skin was like a hairy robe. So he was named Esau. 26When the second baby was born, he was holding tightly to Esau’s heel. So that baby was named Jacob. Isaac was 60 years old when Jacob and Esau were born.
27The boys grew up. Esau became a skilled hunter, who loved to be out in the fields. But Jacob was a quiet man, who stayed at home. 28Isaac loved Esau. He liked to eat the animals Esau killed. But Rebekah loved Jacob.
29One day Esau came back from hunting. He was tired and weak from hunger. Jacob was boiling a pot of beans. 30So Esau said to Jacob, “I am weak with hunger. Let me have some of that red soup.” (That is why people call him “Red.”)
31But Jacob said, “You must sell me your rights as the firstborn son.”
32Esau said, “I am almost dead with hunger, so what good are these rights to me now?”
33But Jacob said, “First, promise me that you will give them to me.” So Esau made an oath to him and sold his rights as the firstborn son to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil soup. Esau ate the food, had something to drink, and then left. So Esau showed that he did not care about his rights as the firstborn son.



Rebekah lives in the tents of Abraham and Isaac. She gets to know the Lord through them.
Rebekah and Isaac have loved each other very much for 20 years. But there is 1 shortcoming: Rebekah turns out to be barren; they have no children.
Isaac prays and pleads to God and the Lord answers his prayer: Rebekah becomes pregnant.
But the pregnancy is hard. She thinks: what is going on? 
She asks the Lord. He says, "There are 2 children in your womb, they will become 2 nations. They will fight a lot with each other. The people of the youngest will be the strongest; the oldest will serve the youngest.
When the day of childbirth arrives, it is indeed twins: the first boy is born, reddish and hairy all over his body. They name him Esau. Esau is the Hebrew word for hair.
Immediately after, another boy is born; he is holding his brother's heel!
They name him Jacob. The name Jacob is associated with the word heel.
The boys grow up: Esau likes to be outside and practice hunting. His father loves the game meat he brings home.
Jacob prefers to be in his mother's tents.
When the boys are 15, their grandfather Abraham dies.
Isaac seeks out his half-brother Ishmael, and together they bury Abraham in the cave of Machpelah, where Abraham's wife Sarah is also buried.
Isaac goes to live with his family at the well Lachai-Roi.

One day Esau returns from hunting. Arriving at the tents, he smells delicious soup. Jacob has made it. Esau is tired and hungry. He says to his brother, "yet let me eat of that red, that red there.
(This is why Esau is also called Edom. Edom is associated with the Hebrew word for red.)
Jacob devises a plan. Esau is the oldest. He is entitled to most of the inheritance. But Jacob would like to receive the great blessing: the covenant God made with his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac.
Perhaps mother Rebekah told him that the Lord said, "the youngest shall rule over the oldest”.
So he says to Esau, 'you may eat in exchange for your birthright'.
Esau says, 'what good is the first birthright to me, I'm going to die anyway.'
So it happens: Jacob gives Esau the soup and some bread.

It is not right for Jacob to take advantage of his brother's weakness and get his hands on the birthright in this way.
Jacob loves the Lord but he should have waited for God, how He would fulfil the promise. He does not have to give the Lord a hand. But this requires patience; we too often find waiting difficult. Yet it is important to be patient and trust that God will fulfil His promises in His time.

Esau despises the birthright by simply exchanging it, for a plate of food. He does not see the significance of the promise God made to Abraham. God's plan to redeem the world from evil tells him nothing.
Hebrews 12 verse 16 therefore calls Esau "unholy.

The boys are both doing wrong. But God is a God of love; He wants to move forward with them. Do they want that themselves? Of Jacob we read in another translation that he is an "upright man”. Does this mean that he seeks the good and wants to serve God?
Esau prefers to live in the here and now. The question here is whether they already know the Lord well.
Wouldn't Abraham have taken his grandsons outside in the dark and pointed out the stars to them? 'So great will be your offspring Abraham,' God had promised. And wouldn't father and mother have told in what a special way they came together? How God's hand was in this?
It is important to tell God's greatness, His goodness and love to our children. It is up to them how they deal with this. It comes down to faith. Do we believe the stories we have been told? And what we can read in the Bible?
The God of Abraham and Isaac is still the same. Even though we don't see Him and sometimes we don't notice Him; He is there. He is a God of love and wants to be our God too. We may trust in that.


A Prayer: Lord, there is a special distinction here: the birth of 2 different nations. 1 nation that is with You and will serve You, and 1 nation that lives in the world.
Would You show me my heart? Do I want to live for You or online for myself? 
Lord, the beloved Redeemer, Your Son Jesus, who was born out of the slaughter of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was also created for my sake. Thanks to his blood, all people are now united with us. Pray that I may see this tenfold and that it gives me joy in my heart.





Question:

- Isaac and Rebekah both pray tot he Lord when they have questions. And they listen to God's answer. Do you have a question for God? 

- Jacob and Esau are 2 very different types. We could say: the 1 is a bit softer and the other is a bit tougher. But the big difference is that Jacob loves the Lord and Esau does not. While they both had the same upbringing. How can that be?

- Father Isaac loves Esau a lot, also because he often shoots delicious meat. Mother Rebekah likes Jacob a lot, he can often be found with his mother in the tents and loves to cook.
Even in our time it happens that one child is the favorite of father or mother. How is this posible? What danger lies in this? How can you try to prevent it?

- Jacob slyly takes advantage of Esau's weariness and hunger and gets the firstborn right. What do you think about this? How would God look at this?
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