14. Jacobs dream


We read from the Bible (ERV):
Genesis 27:41-46 and Genesis 28:1-5, 10-22

Jacob Leaves the Country
41. After that Esau hated Jacob because of this blessing. Esau said to himself, “My father will soon die, and after we are finished with that, I will kill Jacob.”
42. Rebekah heard about Esau’s plan to kill Jacob. She sent for Jacob and said to him, “Listen, your brother Esau is planning to kill you. 
43. So, son, do what I say. My brother Laban is living in Haran. Go to him and hide. 
44. Stay with him for a short time until your brother stops being angry. 
45. When your brother forgets what you did to him, I will send a servant to bring you back. I don’t want to lose both of my sons the same day.”
46. Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “Your son Esau married Hittite women. I am very upset about this, because they are not our people. I’ll have nothing to live for if Jacob marries one of these women!” 

1. Isaac called Jacob and blessed him. Then Isaac gave him a command and said, “You must not marry a Canaanite woman. 
2. So leave this place and go to Paddan Aram. Go to the house of Bethuel, your mother’s father. Laban, your mother’s brother, lives there. Marry one of his daughters. 
3. I pray that God All-Powerful will bless you and give you many children. I pray that you will become the father of a great nation 
4. and that God will bless you and your children the same way he blessed Abraham. And I pray that you will own the land where you live. This is the land God gave to Abraham.”
5. So Isaac sent Jacob to Rebekah’s brother in Paddan Aram. Jacob went to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramean. Laban was the brother of Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau.

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel
10. Jacob left Beersheba and went to Haran. 
11. The sun had already set when he came to a good place to spend the night. He took a rock there and laid his head on it to sleep. 
12. Jacob had a dream. He dreamed there was a ladder that was on the ground and reached up into heaven. He saw the angels of God going up and down the ladder. 
13. And then Jacob saw the Lord standing by the ladder. He said, “I am the Lord, the God of your grandfather Abraham. I am the God of Isaac. I will give you the land that you are lying on now. I will give this land to you and to your children. 
14. You will have as many descendants as there are particles of dust on the earth. They will spread east and west, north and south. All the families on earth will be blessed because of you and your descendants.
15. “I am with you, and I will protect you everywhere you go. I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised.”
16. Then Jacob woke up and said, “I know that the Lord is in this place, but I did not know he was here until I slept.”
17. Jacob was afraid and said, “This is a very great place. This is the house of God. This is the gate to heaven.”
18. Jacob got up very early in the morning. He took the rock he had slept on and set it up on its edge. Then he poured oil on the rock. In this way he made it a memorial to God. 19The name of that place was Luz, but Jacob named it Bethel.
20. Then Jacob made a promise. He said, “If God will be with me, and if he will protect me on this trip, and if he gives me food to eat and clothes to wear, 21and if I return in peace to my father’s house—if he does all these things—then the Lord will be my God. 22I am setting this stone up as a memorial stone. It will show that this is a holy place for God, and I will give God one-tenth of all he gives me.” 


Jacob has left Beseba.
He is no longer sure of his life there. He has deceived his father and thus obtained the blessing that his father wanted to give to Esau, his brother.
Esau is furious; he wants to kill Jacob as soon as father dies. 
Father Isaac says, “Jacob, you must not marry a woman from Canaan, go to your mother's family in Haran and marry a daughter of your uncle Laban.
Jacob sets out on a journey. More than 1200 miles he has to go on foot by himself. That's a long journey, far from home. Would he see his father and mother again? And his brother Esau whom he deceived? And God? What would He think of Jacob? Now that he has received his father's blessing in such a devious way? Would God still want to have anything to do with him?
When darkness has fallen, Jacob looks for a place to sleep. He grabs a stone to lay his head on. Not exactly comfortable, but still he falls asleep.
And then Jacob has a very special dream: he sees a ladder that begins on the earth and ends in heaven.
A ladder: there is a connection between heaven and earth. A connection that we cannot see in normal life. But it is there; we are linked to heaven, there is connection between God and people.
On that ladder, Jacob sees angels walking up and down.
You would expect it to say: angels climb down the ladder and then go back up. But it is exactly the other way around: the angels go from the bottom to the top and back again. There are angels on earth. They are always doing the will of God and constantly serving Him. We cannot see them, but they are there!
Sometimes angels take human form, and occasionally they are visible to someone as angels. Here Jacob gets to see them in a dream. A dream that fades with time, a feeling remains.
But Jacob does not want to forget it. Especially not the words he hears then. For at the top of that ladder is God Himself!
He introduces Himself: 'I am...'
With this name God introduces Himself more often in the Bible to other people: 'I am who I am.'
He also makes it very personal for Jacob: 'I am the God of (your grandfather) Abraham and of (your father) Isaac.' Then God appoints Jacob himself heir to the blessing He gave to Abraham: 'the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants, and your family will expand in all directions; to the west and east, north and south. And all the people of the earth will be blessed by the blessing that is upon you and your children.
What a wonderful blessing! Jacob need not worry because God goes on to say, “I am with you and I will protect you wherever you go. I will not leave you for I will do what I say.
The Lord does not let go of Jacob. He does not say, 'I don't want to have to deal with such a deceiver.'
Jacob does not have to make this journey alone, God goes with him, He Himself said so!

Then Jacob wakes up. Reverence fills him. How awe-inspiring is this place! 'Here is the house of God and this is the gate of heaven' he says.
'The Lord was here and I did not know it.'
We too can experience that we are in a very ordinary place, but later we think: the Lord was here! In every place the Lord can be. He created everything, He knows every place. 
Every beautiful place, but also the dark places. The places where we think: God cannot be there. But even there we can meet Him. He brings light into the darkness. Darkness must flee where He appears. For God is light and in Him is no darkness. (1 John 1:6).
The darkness in your life will also disappear if you start living close to Him!

Jacob turns the stone he had used as a pillow into a memorial stone by placing it upright and pouring oil over it. He gives that place the name Bet-El, which means: house of God.
He also makes a vow: 'if God will be with me and protect me on this way, and give me bread to eat and clothes to put on, and I will return in peace to my father's house, then the Lord will be my God.'
We hear a caution in what he says: “If God...
Lots of conditions he adds before he says, “...then the Lord will be my God.
He is impressed by what he has experienced, yet there is also doubt.

Yet God will not disappoint him. He will truly go with Jacob. Although Jacob still has a long journey ahead of him and is now only at the beginning of this road.
Trust must grow. A relationship with God must grow. This can take a lifetime. Constantly seeking Him. Getting to know Him better and better. And then, at the end of your life, really meet Him. Not through a dream or a voice, but ending up with Him.
Then you will see Him completely and give Him, together with the angels, the praise and honor due to Him.



Prayer: Lord, like Jacob,  I can sometimes make such a mess of things in my life. Would You not then let me go Lord, but would You also be with me? Will You also encourage me and take care of me wherever I go?



Questions:

- What do you think of Esau's reaction to Jacob's deception? And what do you think of the way Isaac and Rebekah resolve it?

- Jacob is on the run. Have you ever been on the run (literally: away from a situation? Or figuratively: fleeing from consequences of e.g. your choices)

- In the Bible we read several times that God speaks to people through a dream. Especially in the Old Testament; they do not yet have a Bible in which to read about God.
In what ways does God speak to us today?
Have you ever heard Him? In what way? (What did He say?)

- Angels include messengers (e.g. Luke 1:26-38), protectors (e.g. Acts 12:6-12), warriors (e.g. 2 Kings 6:11-23), rescuers in distress (e.g. Daniel 6:17-24) and interpreters of God's Word, the Bible (e.g. Luke 24:1-8).
Look up these verses in the Bible: does this increase your knowledge about angels?
Are they at work on earth in this way even in the year 2024?


- Jacob is very impressed when he wakes up: 'Truly, the Lord is here, and I did not know it!' He makes a memorial to remember. 
Is there a place where the Lord has appeared to you? (How can you make a memorial so you don't forget?)
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